
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Centennial Valley Tennis Association was established in 1994 as a nonprofit, volunteer, 

member driven organization committed to promoting the sport of tennis  in Eastern Boulder 

County.  We hold regular Board meetings, publish a quarterly newslett er, sponsor adult leagues, 

host events for our members and the general public, and provide a da tabase of tennis players 

in Eastern Boulder County. 

 

2007 CVTA  BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS… 
 
President: Rob Scott 
Vice President: Susan Rasmussen 
Treasurer: Paulette Witte 
Secretary: Jillian Waldman 
 
Members at large: 
Keaton Howe 
Eric Witte 
Rick Leonidas 
Ginger Phillips 
Marie-France Robbins 
 
Congratulations new and returning 

CVTA Board Members.  Thanks for 

volunteering to make CVTA the best 

that it can be!  We would also like to 

extend a big THANKS to our departing 

2006 Board Members: Tracy Todd, 

Stephanie Eubanks, & John Shaw.  We 

appreciate all of your time and hard 

work.    

2007 Membership Renewals  
By:  Susan Rasmussen, Membership Coordinator 
 
As you know, membership in the CVTA runs the 

calendar year from January thru December.  You 

should have received an opportunity to renew your 

CVTA membership for 2007 at a discounted rate; 

renewal forms went in the mail early January.  You 

can either mail in the form or go online and submit a 

renewal that way.  You have until Feb. 28 th to renew 

at the discounted rate.  This offer only applies to 2006 

members who are renewing for 2007; all players 

joining for the first time will need to go online and join 

at the regular rate.  Either way this is a deal to get in 

on early! 
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Casino Night !!!  February  3, 2007  
 By: The Casino Night Committee 
 
The casino night committee has been working hard to once again bring you this annual event.  

Invitations will be out in January, but we wanted to make sure you get the night of February 3 rd 

blocked off on your calendar to attend.  There will be the usual Blac k Jack and Texas Hold-em 

to test your card skills, food, drinks, and two different raff les.  Look in the mail for your invitation 

with all the details and we hope to see you there!  The invite does include an RSVP; get that sent 

back as soon as you can so we can prepare for everyone. 

Indoor Drill Social: March 10th  
By: Susan Rasmussen, Vice President 

 

The CVTA will be holding an indoor drill social on March 

10th from 7-9 pm at the Ranch Country Club bubble.  

The pro for this event will be Ginger Phillips and she has 

a great time planned for all that attend.  All members 

will receive an email blast reminder around the middle 

of February, but plan now to participate.   This will be a 

great place to work out those pre-season bugs and get 

you feeling league tough.  Any questions can be sent to 

membership@cvtatennis.org . 

WANTED:  
Newsletter Editor  
 

Have you thought about being a 

CVTA volunteer, but just not sure 

how?  We are looking for a CVTA 

member to take over as Baseline 

Banter Editor beginning with the 

Summer 2007 issue.  If you are 

curious and would like more details, 

please contact Melissa Clarke 

newsletter@cvtatennis.org .  

Are you “MATURE” enough?  
New this year is the proposed formation of a “Mature Racquet Soc ial League” for senior tennis 

players.  Inception is planned for spring of 2007!  Presently the CVT A board is generating a list of 

interested participants -- please send interested participant information t o 

keatonhowe@yahoo.com  with subject heading "senior league". 

Don’t Forget… Beginner – 3.0 Player Social Evening  
 

Reminder to all beginner through 3.0 NTRP CVTA members, this year’s s ocial will be Saturday, 

January 20 th, 7-9 pm.  Eligible member participants should have already received a n invitation to 

this event.  If you haven’t received an invite, or need additional informa tion regarding this event 

please contact Susan Rasmussen at membership@cvtatennis.org .  There will be league 

information for those looking to start a team and for teams looking to recruit players at 2.5 – 3.0 

levels.  A pro from the Ranch Country Club will run a drill court, a nd organized play.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League Notes  
By: Paige Hayes, CVTA League Coordinator 
 
End of year NTRP ratings are now out and 

posted at the Colorado Tennis Association’s 

web site. Have you looked yours up? Did your 

rating change? It’s not too early to start 

thinking about your 2007 league season. If you 

maintained your NTRP rating, go ahead and 

get in touch with your old teammates and 

start pulling your team back together. If you 

moved up or down and need help finding a 

captain at your new level, drop me a line and 

I’ll get you in touch with the appropriate 

captain. Want to captain a team? Whether 

it’s for the first time or you’re already quite 

experienced at the job, let me know when you 

make that decision so I can have you locked 

in. This will ensure that you get all captain-

specific information when it is sent out and 

that players looking for a team at your level 

will find the right person. 

 

With newly published NTRP ratings, we all 

experience some shift in teams, and I’ll do all I 

can to make this process as painless for you as 

possible. We’re always sad to leave our old 

teammates, but it’s also an opportunity to 

make great new friends while expanding our 

tennis circle and taking on new challenges. If 

necessary, you might want to review the 

CVTA’s policy on playing at-level as posted on 

our website to help you make this adjustment. 

Before we know it, the season will be upon us. 

Looking forward, I wish you all an exciting and 

successful 2007 season. 
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TENNIS T IP: Why we don’t play up . 
By: Rob Scott; USPTA; CVTA 2007 President 
 
As you know, the CTA promotes a philosophy of playing “at level” in Ad ult DNTRP League 

competition.  Too many, this is obvious and no explanation is necessary .  To others, however, 

there are shades of grey.  I felt it would be appropriate to sta te some myths and facts herein to 

help players better understand the rationale behind our policy.  

 

Myth  “I’m really stronger than my rating”.   

Fact   Ratings are derived directly from match results u sing a computer algorithm that factors in the 

rating of all players involved in the match (single s and doubles) and the score of the match.  Players  in 

the match are tied to a national database of player s, hence in the name DNTRP the “N” stands for 

National.  The more matches a player has played, th e more accurate their rating is.  Your published 

rating is a factual representation of how your skil ls compare to many thousands of players nationwide.   It 

is not subjective. 

 

Myth   “I just want to challenge myself.”  I hear this a lot when a player is trying to justif y playing up.  This is 

a self-centered way to look at the world of tennis.   If a player plays up “to challenge themselves”, t hey 

do so at the expense of their higher but correctly- rated opponent.  For example, the 3.5 woman who 

plays 4.0 to “challenge herself” gets beat fairly h andily by the correctly-rated 4.0 woman who is corr ectly 

playing at level.  The 4.0 player isn’t challenged and in fact may have a bad taste in her mouth after  the 

match because of the easy (not challenging) victory .  This player might only play once a week and she 

views the match she just played as a “waste of her time”.  She has a valid complaint.   She then choos es 

to “play up” next year to “challenge herself” and t he situation snowballs.   

Fact   “Challenge yourself” to win handily at level so t hat you move up legitimately and correctly 

through actual match results instead of just saying  (wishing) you are a higher level.  Prove it to you rself 

and others through actual match play and results. 

 

Myth  “All my friends play at the higher level.”  

Fact  When a player first moves between levels, they may  not know as many people socially as they did 

before.  However, most tennis players are a gregari ous and friendly lot. If this player makes a sincer e 

effort, they will find many new friends and will en joy the game more playing at the correct level than  

playing out of level.  This player then has the bon us of two sets of friends instead of one! 

 

 Myth  “I moved here from Seattle and the level of play t here is much stronger than it is here.” 

Fact  The DNTRP system is a national system.  The level of play in any one of the 17 sections of the United  
States is very similar to all the others. 
 

The USTA has spent significant time and money to de velop the system that is now called the  DNTRP 
system of player classification.  Millions of match es have been enjoyable and competitive through 
correct implementation of this system.  We suggest that players take the high road and compete at leve l.  
When they do so, they become part of the solution a nd not part of the problem. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 

 

CENTENNIAL VALLEY TENNIS ASSOCIATION  
 

League Coordinator: Paige Hayes – leagues@cvtatennis.org   
Webmaster: Yeida Chang – webmaster@cvtatennis.org   
Membership Info: Susan Rasmussen – membership@cvtatennis.org   
Newsletter Editor: Melissa Clarke – newsletter@cvtatennis.org  
 
Membership Classifieds  – Members can run an ad free of charge in the newsletter.  All ads will 
run for one issue unless noted otherwise. 
 
Business Classifieds  – If your business would like to advertise in the “Baseline Banter”, bu siness 
card ad space can be purchased for $24/year. 
 
Comments, announcements, information, advertisements, and articles can be sent to: 
 
CVTA – Baseline Banter 
P.O. Box 574 
Louisville Co.  
80027 
Or emailed to: NEWSLETTER@cvtatennis.org    


